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Mela Chiraghan begins

Traditional
activities set
devotees afire

By Shoait Ahmed

LAHORE: The three-day
Melia Chiraghan (festival of
Bghts) Degan with  eadi-
tonal zeal av the shrine of
Madhu  Lal  Hussian
Paghhampura on Saurdny.

A mmber of  devotees
irom all over the country
attended the first day of the
annial Urs celebrativns of
ontinent’s famous saint
Shiath Hussain, The day's pro-
ceedings begau with
fechadarposhi’ o the shrine
around 11am by Religious
Alfairs  Directar  General
Tahir Roza 1

Spenking to Dawn, Mr
Bokhari said thousands of
people are expected 1o visit
the shrine which would have
traditional rituals and devo-
vowal  aetivities  during
three days.

Security

The devolees

rose petals on the shrine of
Shah Hussuin wod Madio
Lal and performed dhagmal
1o the beat of diums, Muny
Liv candles as a rivual for ik
fillment of their wishes and
distrituted sweets and other
Food irems, Fine wrehing and
lighring candles are anine-
gral partod the event.

This festival has great ste-
nificince in Luhore's history
and during the three duys
Tosod stalls do a rouring busi-
ness. Quwwalf and na'al. recit
ils wre another major attrac-
tion for desotees, For chils
dren, swings and merry-go-
round are installed and the
festival will also feature cul-
turil $how, puppet show and
miagic show an a daily Lisis.

ILAC:  The Punjab
Institute of Languwage, Art
and Culiure plans (o hold
festivities in conpection
with Mela Chiraghan from

have been made for the festi-
val and accarding 6 SP
Thitdat Nisar, there are tinee
layers of security for the fes-
tival ‘along with depuration
of Quick Response Force. He
suid (wo SPs, four DSPs and
six SHOs had boen deputed
10 ensure security of the
event, where \vx[krhrmu:h

e Id al

April 610 8.

The inaugural day of the
festival will be dedicated to
the kalam' of Shuh Hussain,
There will be an Alk
Pakistan Poetry siting on
7ty and Shak Mussain con-
ference an 3th. A poctic play
Kahiay Shal Hussain® will
be staged the same evening
iter the conf
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Visitors evince:
Interest mn
Kahay Shah

Hussain

By Shoalb Ahmed Alhamra in 2012, then i
— rd

time at Pilac. A larse num-
ber of audience came 10
see the play. 1 will again
s Culiure an o 8 betogey oty QHomnp
e of e it e coneiding Oy o o
[mvl» four days offer.

ertainmcnt
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and dan cied for the festival.
‘The msmm is holding  Tradicional mias anl
Mela Charaghan_ April  charpoys hive  bean
510) earet peo-  placed i the open area of

i the stithte a5 a sitting

cal cvenings, scminars,

enjoyed eaditional food
stalls, book stalls, play.
s Jand for childpen and e
was & thostricl o e,

vion Kahay Shalt Hussain, s A mumber ol writers,
octical and musical play  otsllectuals pocts
- from all over Pakistan par-
ipated in the festival,

i
duced by Pilac and infor-  tors. There was an evening
o dedicated 1o folklare at
depacmen. The twoour — the festival which fen-

inging and ira-

encompasses the liie of ditional  folk  potry.
Sufi poct Sl eat toter-
b play has 4 east of st in the folk tradition

and singing.
The ot b kickod

oif o0 April 6 wit "

it ferucn oSt Hicmain.
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Pilac’s Mela Chiraghan
hosts flurry of activities

By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE: The five-day
Mela Chiraghan, which
began on April 6 at the
Punjab Institute of
Language, Art and
Culture (Pilac), is roping
in large audiences.

The mela, by Pilac and
the Punjab Information and
Culture Department, has
traditional food stalls, book
stalls, play areas for chil-
dren and live music. A num-
ber of writers, intellectuals
and poets from all over
Pakistan are participating
in the ongoing festival.

On Friday, the mela
hosted an evening titled
‘Lok Ras’ which featured
folk singers and poets.
Habib Ali, Shabana
Abbas, Muneeba Akbar
and Tahir Pervaiz Mehdi
sang folk songs. Also, a
poetry sitting of regional
languages was part of the
festival on Friday were
poets from all over the

country  recited  their
verses,

lieron April 6, the fes-
tival began with a confer-
ence on sufi poet Shah
Hussain, which was pre-
sided over by Qazi Javed.
The  conference titled
‘Ideological concept of Shah
Husain’s poetry’ had a num-
ber of speakers who read
their papers on the very
topic. Speakers included
Allah Baksh Buzdar from
Balochistan, Sved Amjad
Zahid from Sakardu, Nasir
Ali Syed from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Dr Jamil
Ahmed, Dr Nasir Khan, Dr
Mussarat Kalanchvi, Dr
Ghafir Shehzad and Syed
Akhtar Jaffri.

The festival also fea-
tured a folk music evening
which was moderated by
film actor Madeeha Shah.
The singers among which
were Ustad Hamid Ali
Khan, Ghulam Abbas,
Saira  Naseem, Ustad
Shafgat Ali Khan, Chand
Khan and Suraj Khan.
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